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	Expository Writing Checklist
	
	



Student Name: ___________________________________
	Criteria / Performance Indicators
	Not Yet

0
	Some

Evidence

1

	Ideas
	

	· Is your paper focused on the topic? 

      topic: _____________________________________________________

	
	

	· Do you have a controlling idea/theme that addresses the writing task? _________________________________________________________

	
	

	· Do you use relevant details to support your topic? 
1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________

	
	

	· Do you use elaboration to expand your topic? Circle ones that you use. 
--examples

--details

--anecdotes (stories)
	
	

	· Is your paper of sufficient length to cover the topic?
	
	

	Organization
	

	· Is your organizing structure appropriate for your topic? Circle the one you use.
      --cause and effect

      --similarities and differences (i.e., comparison and contrast)
      --how to
	
	

	· Does your introduction engage the reader? Circle the one that you use.
--anecdote

--question

--bold statement

--interesting fact

--quote
	
	

	· Does your introduction set the stage for the rest of your paper? 
             (i.e., Is it related to your controlling idea?)
	
	

	· Are your ideas in logical order within each paragraph?
	
	

	· Can your reader follow the piece logically from beginning to end?
	
	

	· Does your conclusion provide a sense of closure? 
      (i.e., Do you return to or resolve your opening idea?)
	
	

	· Do you use a variety of transitions to connect ideas within each paragraph? List three: _______________________________________

	
	

	· Do you use a variety of transitions to connect paragraphs? List two: _________________________________________________________

	
	

	Style
	

	Do you use concrete language to paint a vivid picture in the minds of your readers? Give three examples for each. 
	
	

	· descriptive adjectives: _______________________________________
	
	

	· powerful action verbs: _______________________________________
	
	

	Do you use a variety of sentence structures in your writing? 

· sentence lengths

· sentence structures (simple, compound, complex)

· sentence beginnings (prep. phrases, adverbs, clauses)
	
	

	· Do you use figurative language? Circle the one you use and write your example.
--simile: __________________________________________________
--metaphor: _______________________________________________
--personification: ___________________________________________
--other: ___________________________________________________

	
	

	· Do you clarify technical terms that your reader might not understand?
	
	

	· Does your choice of words and style of writing keep your readers’ attention?
	
	

	· Is your writer’s voice consistent, clear, and appropriate for the topic?
	
	

	Conventions
	

	· Do you use correct end punctuation?
	
	

	· Do you correctly use commas in simple, compound, and complex sentences? 
	
	

	· Is your paper free of sentence fragments?
	
	

	· Is your paper free of run-on sentences?
	
	

	· Do you use correct subject-verb agreement?
	
	

	· Do you use correct pronoun-antecedent agreement?
	
	

	· Are all words capitalized correctly? (beginnings of sentences, proper nouns, and proper adjectives)
	
	

	· Are all words spelled correctly?
	
	

	· Are all paragraphs indented?
	
	

	Total Points
	



 

Teacher comments:
Scale


27-30 = Super Trojan—A 


24-26 = Tiny Trojan—B 


20-23 = Trojan in Training—C 


  0-19 = Dead Meat—F 
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