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	Narrative Writing Checklist
	
	



Student Name: _____________________________
	Criteria / Performance Indicators
	Not Yet

0
	Some

Evidence

1

	Ideas
	

	· Do you engage the reader? Circle the one you use. 
--dialogue

--action
	
	

	· Do you have a controlling idea/theme? _______________________________
	
	

	· Is your paper focused on the topic? 

             topic:___________________________________________________________


	
	

	· Does your paper provide a point of view? Circle the one you use. 

--first person

--third person
	
	

	· Is your paper of sufficient length to cover the topic?
	
	

	Organization
	

	A. Do you develop a plot for your narrative? (fill in the blanks)
	

	· exposition

who:

what:

when:

where:
	
	

	· rising action(s)

external conflict (man vs. man, man vs. nature): _________________________
internal conflict (man vs. self): ______________________________________
	
	

	· climax:
	
	

	· falling action(s):
	
	

	· resolution:
	
	

	B. Do you use characteristics of narrative writing to elaborate your story? 

    Give examples for 1-7.
	

	   1. Sensory details
	

	· Do you tell how things:

· look ___________________________________________

· sound  _________________________________________

· smell  __________________________________________

· feel  ___________________________________________

· act  ____________________________________________

· move  __________________________________________
	
	

	3. suspense:
	
	

	4. foreshadowing:
	
	

	5. dialogue:
	
	

	6. expressions:
	
	

	7. movement/gestures:
	
	

	C. Are all details in section B relevant to your story?
	
	

	D. Do you use a variety of transitions to connect ideas within each paragraph? 
     List three: ___________________________________________________________


	
	

	E. Do you use a variety of transitions to connect paragraphs? 
    List two: ____________________________________________________________


	
	

	F. Can your reader follow the piece logically from beginning to end?
	
	

	G. Does your conclusion provide a sense of closure? 

    (i.e., Do you return to or resolve your opening idea?)?
	
	

	Style
	

	Do you use concrete language to paint a vivid picture in the minds of your readers? Give three examples for each. 
	

	· descriptive adjectives: _____________________________________________
	
	

	· powerful action verbs: _____________________________________________
	
	

	Do you use figurative language to paint a vivid picture in the minds of your readers? Give examples of at least TWO.
	
	

	· simile: __________________________________________________________
	

	· metaphor: _______________________________________________________
	

	· personification: ___________________________________________________
	

	· onomatopoeia: ___________________________________________________
	

	· other: ___________________________________________________________
	

	Do you vary sentence structure in your writing? 

· sentence lengths

· sentence structures (simple, compound, complex)

· sentence beginnings 
	
	

	Does your choice of words and style of writing keep your readers’ attention?
	
	

	Is your writer’s voice consistent, clear, and appropriate for the topic?
	
	

	Conventions
	

	· Do you use correct end punctuation?
	
	

	· Do you correctly use commas in simple, compound, and complex sentences? 
	
	

	· Is your paper free of sentence fragments?
	
	

	· Is your paper free of run-on sentences?
	
	

	· Do you use correct subject-verb agreement?
	
	

	· Do you use correct pronoun-antecedent agreement?
	
	

	Total Points
	


Comments:
�





Scale


30-33 = Super Trojan—A 


26-29 = Tiny Trojan—B 


22-25 = Trojan in Training—C 


  0-21 = Dead Meat—F 
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